
THE LEAGUE 
OF WOMEN VOTERS OF HONOLULU 

Mr.Ted Matley 
PTA Region IX 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Dear Mr. Matley: 

August 25, 2010 

Subject: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project FEIS 

The Honolulu League of Women Voters submits the following comments on projected 
population figures that the City is using in the rail PETS. A corrected population figurwes 
might have a negative effect on their present daily ridership and revenue figures. 

The Star-Advertiser on July 31, 2010 quoted an official from the City Department of 
Transportation Services (DTS) saying that the PETS was based on DBEDT's population 
projections for 2030 which were prepared in August 2004 and published in the 2004 
State Data Book (attachment # 1). The 2030 population projection in the FEIS on page 
140 is 1,117,200 people on Oahu. The DTS official didn't indicate in the news article 
that two later revised population projections were considered in their calculation of 
ridership and revenue projections. 

DBEDT issued a new Oahu population projection in January, 2008 (attachment # 2). 
Its revised projection for 2030 is 1,080,700 which is 36,500 less people than the 2004 
projection forecast. DBEDT in 2009 (attachment #3) again revised its population 
projections. They project the 2030 population to be 1,017,200 which is 99,635 less than 
their 2004 projection for 2030. This decrease in the 2030 projected population might have 
some negative effect on the City's ridership and revenue figures. It is something that Oahu 
taxpayers should know before the start of the rail construction. 

Next, look at the annual growth rate (%) for Honolulu in the three sets of DBEDT 
population projections taken from attachments # 1 to 3. You notice that the annual 
growth rate decreases when you go from the 2004 to the 2009 projections. The annual 
growth rates from 2010 to 2030 in the 2009 population projections is higher than 2005- 
2010 annual growth rate of 0.3%. We question the higher annual growth rates for 2010 to 
2030 in the 2009 projection series. 

49 South Hotel Street, Room 314, Honolulu, Hawaii 986813 Ph. (808) 531 -7448 Fax (808) 599 -5669 
Website: www.lwv-hawaii.com 	email: voters  @lwv-hawaii.com  
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Annual growth rate (%)nfor Honolulu Population 
DBEDT Projections in  

Years Aug. 2004 Jan. 2008 July 2009 
2005-10 0.9 0.7 0.3 
2010-15 0.9 0.9 0.6 
2015-20 0.8 0.7 0.6 
2020-25 0.8 0.7 0,5 
2025-30 0.7 0.7 0.5 
2030-35 0.6 0.4 

The U.S. Census Bureau annual population estimates from 2000 to 
2009 for Honolulu County (attachment #4) caused DBEDT to change 
Its population projections in Jan. 2008 and July 2009. Estimates are 
Usually better than projections. Since the Census figures were much 
Lower for 2000 to 2009 than DBEDT projections, DBEDT lowered its 
2005 to 2010 projections in line with the Census estimates. 

The growth rate of the Census population estimates from April 2000 to 
July 2009 was 3.6% as indicated in attachment # 4. As a worst-case 
Scenario, if population growth to 2030 were to continue at the same 
Rate of 3.6%, then the 2030 population would be 978,667 which is 
136,533 less than the FEIS population for 2030. 

You might ask how accurate is the Census estimates. The April 2000 
Census count was 876,158 and the July 1, 2000 Census estimate was 
875,061. The difference is 1,097 or a 0.13% error. That is not too bad 
for an estimate. 

What is disturbing to us is that the City DTS is using the Aug. 2004 
Projections and the City Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) 
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Is using the July 2009 projections as shown in their 2008 Annual Re-
port, published in December 2009 (attachment # 5). Now, we have a 
Situation that DTS is not consistent with DPP, DBEDT and the Census 
Bureau. 

For example, consider the projected population of 2010, using these 
different agencies projections or estimate. The following agencies 
population figures for 2010 are DTS-952,650, DBEDT and DPP-
911,833, and the Census 2009 estimate-907,574. How much trust can 
you have in the DTS projections? Can this trust or mistrust extend to 
their ridership and revenue projections? 

Now, consider the DBEDT breakdown of total resident population by 
5-year age group, 2005-2030, as shown in attachment # 6.You notice 
under the last column of the attachment, Age Group Change, the 
greatest increase between 2005 to 2030 occurs in the 65+ group, with a 
smaller increase in the 0-19 group. However, in the 20-64 group, there 
was a decrease of 3,316 persons. Not a good omen for DTS ridership 
and revenue projections for 2030. 

Since this NEIS is last chance for Oahu taxpayers to comment on this 
project, a better ridership and revenue projections should be given in 
this FEIS. Maybe, these figures could be given in a supplemental EIS. 

Sincerely, 
)L 

Charles H. Carole 
Vice-President 
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Table 1.25-- RESIDENT AND DE FACTO POPULATION 
PROJECTIONS, BY COUNTIES: 2000 TO 2030 

[As of July 1. DBEDT 2030 Series] 

Type of population 
and year 

State 
total 

City and 
County of 
Honolulu 

Other counties 

Total Hawaii Kauai Maul 'I/ 

Resident population 2/ 
2000 1,212,670 875,881 336,789 149,261 58,560 128,968 
2005 1,277,950 912,900 365,050 163,000 62,000 140,050 
2010 1,346,600 952,650 393,950 176,750 65,900 161,300 
2015 1,418,650 995,550 423,100 190,300 70,200 162,600 
2020 1,489,550 1,037,250 452,250 203,050 74,750 174,450 
2025 1,560,400 1,078,050 482,350 216,150 79,350 186,850 
2030 1,630,450 1,117,300 513,150 229,700 83,900 199,550 

Share of state resident 
population (percent): 
2000 100.0 72.2 27.8 12.3 4.8 10.6 
2005 100.0 71.4 28.6 12.8 4.9 11.0 
2010 100.0 70.7 29.3 13.1 4.9 11.2 
2015 100.0 70.2 29.8 13.4 4.9 11.5 
2020 100,0 69.6 30.4 13.6 5.0 11.7 
2025 100.0 69.1 30.9 13.9 5.1 12.0 
2030 100.0 68.5 31.5 14.1 5.1 12.2 

De facto population 3/ 
2000 1,335,156 925,444 409,712 166,446 74,726 168,540 
2005 1,406,650 • 	964,950 441,700 180,800 79,050 181,850 
2010 1,490,500 1,011,600 478,900 196,500 84,850 197,550 
2015 1,579,400 1,062,100 517,300 212,250 91,200 213,850' 
2020 1,663,450 1,109,500 553,960 226,800 97,450 229,700 
2025 1,748,600 1,156,550 592,050 241,800 103,850 246,400 
2030 1,834,200 1,202,600 631,600 257,700 110,400 263,500 

Share of state de facto 
population (percent): 
2000 100.0 69.3 30.7 12.5 5.6 12.6 
2005 100.0 68.6 31.4 12.9 5.6 12.9 
2010 100.0 67.9 32.1 13.2 5.7 13.3 
2015 100.0 67.2 32.8 13.4 5.8 13.5 
2020 100.0 66.7 33.3 13.6 5.9 13.8 
2025 100.0 66.1 33,9 13.8 5.9 14.1 
2030 100.0 65.6 34.4 14.0 6.0 14.4 

Continued on next page. 

The State of Hawaii Data Book 2004 
	

htip://www.hawali.gov/dbadt/  
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Table 1.25-- RESIDENT AND DE FACTO POPULATION 
PROJECTIONS, BY COUNTIES: 2000 TO 2030 -- Con. 

1/ Maui County including Kalawao County, 
2/ The resident population is defined as the number of persons whose usual place of residence is in an 

area, regardless of physical location on the estimate or census date. It includes military personnel stationed 
or homeported in the area and residents temporarily absent, but excludes visitors present. 

3/ The de facto population is defined as the number of persons physically present in an area, regardless 
of military status or usual place of residence. It includes visitors present but excludes residents temporarily 
absent, both calculated as an average daily census. 

Source: Hawaii State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Population and 
Economic Projections for the State of Hawaii to 2030 - DBEDT 2030 Series (August 2004) 
<http://www3.hawaii.gov/DBEDT/images/User  FilesImages/latestdata/Long-range_ 
Projections_-_2030/Series2030Report_rev8-13-04_a974.pdf5' accessed July 1, 2005. 

The State of Hawaii Data Book 2004 	 http://www.hawail.gov/dbedt/  
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Table 1.28-- RESIDENT POPULATION PROJECTIONS, 
BY COUNTY: 2005 TO 2035 

[As of July 1. DBEDT 2035 Series] 

Type of population 
and year 

State 
total 

City and 
County of 
Honolulu 

Other counties 

Total Hawaii Kauai Maul 1/ 

Resident population 2/ 
2005 3/ 1,267,581 902,035 365,546 164,769 61,673 139,104 

2010 1,332,880 932,120 400,770 185,850 65,340 149,580 
2015 1,410,670 973,710 436,960 205,820 69,430 161,710 
2020 1,482,390 1,010,370 472,020 225,000 73,520 173,500 
2025 1,552,030 1,046,040 505,990 243,420 77,510 185,060 
2030 1,619,870 1,080,700 539,170 261,340 81,370 196,460 
2035 1,685,200 1,113,320 571,870 279,150 85,100 207,620 

Annual growth rate (%) 
2005-20103/ 1.0 0.7 1.9 2.4 1.2 1.5 
2010-2015 1.1 0.9 1.7 2,1 1.2 1.6 
2015-2020 1.0 0.7 1.6 1.8 1.2 1.4 
2020-2025 0.9 0.7 1.4 1.6 1.1 1.3 
2025-2030 0.9 0.7 1.3 1.4 1.0 1.2 
2030-2035 0.8 0.6 1.2 1.3 0.9 1,1 

Share of state resident 
population (percent): 
20053/ 100.0 71.2 28.8 13.0 4.9 11.0 

2010 100.0 69.9 30.1 13.9 4.9 11.2 
2015 100.0 69.0 31.0 14.6 4.9 11.5 
2020 100.0 68.2 31.8 15.2 5.0 11.7 
2025 100.0 67.4 32.6 15.7 5.0 11.9 
2030 100.0 66.7 33.3 16.1 5.0 12.1 
2035 100.0 66.1 33.9 16.6 5.0 12.3 

1/ Maui County including Kalawao County. 
2/ The resident population is defined as the number of persons whose usual place of residence is in an 

area, regardless of physical location on the estimate or census date. It includes military personnel stationed 
or homeported in the area and residents temporarily absent, but excludes visitors present, 

31 Actual figure for July 1, 2005 from the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Source: Hawaii State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Population and 

Economic Projections for the State of Hawaii to 2035- DBEDT 2035 Series, Tables A-1 to A-6 
(January 2008) <http://hawaii.gov/dbedt/info/economic/data_reports/2035LongRangeSeries/  
2035_Long_Range_Series_Appendix_Tables.xls> accessed May 18, 2008. 

The State of Newell Data Book 2007 	 http://www.hawail.gov/dbedt/  
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Table 1.28-- RESIDENT POPULATION PROJECTIONS, 
BY COUNTY: 2005 TO 2035 

[As of July 1. Revised DBEDT 2035 Series as of July 2009] 

Type of population 
and year 

State 
total 

City and 
County of 
Honolulu 

Other counties 

Total Hawaii Kauai Maui •/ 

Resident population 2/ 
2005 3/ 1,264,468 899,673 364,795 164,462 61,589 138,744 
2010 1,299,567 911,833 387,733 176,714 64,567 146,452 
2015 1,367,795 941,824 425,971 199,488 68,440 158,043 
2020 1,432,538 969,462 463,076 221,862 72,148 169,066 
2025 1,492,253 994,610 497,644 242,642 75,598 179,404 
2030 1,547,460 1,017,565 529,894 261,758 78,837 189,300 
2035 1,598,675 1,038,316 560,359 279,706 81,925 198,727 

Annual growth rate CYO 
2005-20103/ 0.5 0.3 1.2 1.4 0.9 1.1 
2010-2015 1.0 0.6 1.9 2.5 1.2 1.5 
2015-2020 0.9 0.6 1.7 2.1 1.1 1.4 
2020-2025 0.8 0.5 1.5 1.8 0.9 1.2 
2025-2030 0.7 0.5 1.3 1.5 0.8 1.1 
2030-2035 0.7 0.4 1.1 1.3 0.8 1.0 

Share of state resident 
population (percent): 
2005 3/ 100.0 71.2 28.8 13.0 4.9 11.0 
2010 100.0 70.2 29.8 13.6 5.0 11.3 
2015 100.0 68.9 31.1 14.6 5.0 11.6 
2020 100.0 67.7 32.3 15.5 5.0 11.8 
2025 100.0 66.7 33.3 16.3 5.1 12.0 
2030 100.0 65.8 34.2 16.9 5.1 12.2 
2035 100.0 64.9 35.1 17.5 5.1 12.4 

Maui County including KaIawao County. 
2/ The resident population is defined as the number of persons whose usual place of residence is in an 

area, regardless of physical location on the estimate or census date. It includes military personnel stationed 
or homeported in the area and residents temporarily absent, but excludes visitors present. 

3/ Actual figure for July 1, 2005 from the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Source: Hawaii State Department of Business, Economic Development & Tourism, Population and 

Economic Projections for the State of Hawaii to 2035 - DBEDT 2035 Series, Tables A-1 to A-6 
(July 2009). Report is forthcoming. 

The State of Hawaii Data Book 2008 	 http://wvvw.hawaii.gov/dbedt/  
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' Table A-13. Honoiutu county Total ROW/4 Population by 5-year Age Group, 19804035 , 

group 
A P 1 	. 1 	-- i- 	I 

2005 	' 	2010 	, 	2015 	. 

:' 	- 	i , 
2020 	, 

. 	.!,-. 	! 

2025 2030 	1 

'. 	' 	1 

Clunite Ago, Group 
, (Mrs) - 	• 	 , , , 1 2005-2630 Chanie 

0-4 60,9721 	61,5931 	62,4561 62,475: . 61,9731 62,1181 .. 	''''.1..146 ,`eOI9 ' 
6 - g 52,484; 	54,9281 	60,941i 61.610,', 61.8071 61,280: 8,96 

10-14 56,621; 	47172: 	52,109 • . 	, 	- 	, 	, 	, 58,1251 56,9751 56,9531 2,332 4 
15 - 19 56,9951 	56,439: 	47,4511 52,287: 58,285] 59,120; 2,125 ::_c 
20 ,- 24, , 	70,3651 	60,4551 	59;830! 60,850 65,6551 71,616; 1,231 :Att$ 20 ,40 .,.... 
25 - 29 63,538; 	65,177; 	67,2221 67,596! 58,61e, . 	63,368! 470 
30 - 34 63,600 	59,95064,1531 66,213; 66,570: 57,589j 4,011 :. 
35 - 89 63,979: 	• 61,3731 	60,025 64,244, 66,269 66,636: 2,657  :. 
40 • 44 65,597: 	59,5431, 	57,618: 56,3111 60,511! 62,550 -3,047 : 	::::::44. 16. 
45 • 49 09,512; 	50,870: 	56,925; 55.0491 53,778; 57,957 , ::: 	• 	''' 	''''' 
50 -,54: .  59.393; 	61,227: 	59,723; 55,8901 54,072: 52,8491 -6,544 i 
55 - 59 , 	54,345 	57.607: 	60,851: 55,4551 55,7421 53,9981 -347 
60 - 64 40,560; 	52,273! 	56,534! 59,811' 58,560' 55,029L , 	14,469 ' 
55 - 69 31,541 1! 	38,708 	49,5641 54,749, 58,0451 56,998! 25,457 

- 70 - 74 29,201; 	30,196: 	36,652 46.9271 51.972: 55,2601 26,059 
75 - 79 27.5731 	26,496; 	27,1351 33,130: 42,629! 47:470', 19,997 
80- 84 _ 21,207, 	23,635 	22,290; 23,0461 28,419: 36,8271 15,530 

-854-, 18,080' 	26,1121 	30,346; 31,486! 32,718: 37,9471 19,867 
Total 899,673! 	911,8331 	941,824: 969,4621 994,610', 1,017,5651 117.892 117.892 

Source: , . t . 	h . 	.t.. 	 : • 	• _. 	• 	t 	■• 	• I • 11 • s 	 . 	 • • 1  • 1 : '  

4qe.5 0- irt 

14)-3c01 

s 43-64 

4,016 
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